
BRUc.E FRE:EM...N RAIL TRAIL

Friends of the Bruce FreemanRail Trail, Inc.

BFRT RecentAccomplishments,Status and Goals

Definitions
• Phase1: 7.5 milesfrom Lowell - CrossPoint TowersthroughChelmsfordto Rte 225+ Rte 27 in

Westford
• “Missing link” 0.2 miles in Westfordand0.2 milesin

Carlisle.
• Official PhaseII: 13 milesCarlisle,Acton, Concord,to Rte

20 in Sudbury
• PhaseIII: 4.5 miles from Rte20 in Sudburyto Rte9 in

Framingham

Accomplishments— Town Specific
Acton

• Trail ClearingOctober2005. 40 Participantsandlocal
businesssupport.Suchasuccesswill berepeatingand
continuingclearingMarch,2006.

• Outreachevents:Winterfest,Acton Day, Oktoberfest.
• TrackeddownEOTLeasewith Falmouth
• Workedwith Townon SupportofResorAmendment.
• RequestBoSto work with CarlisleandWestfordon “25%

Design”for the “Missing Link”

Carlisle
• CarlisleBoardofSelectmenrequestingto be includedActon

leadRFPfor “25% Design”
• Applying for CPA funds
• SelectmennamedTaskForceto work BFRT issues

Westford
• WestfordBoardof Selectmenrequestingto be included

Acton leadRFP for “25% Design”
• Applying for CPA fundsatMay2006 TownMeeting

Concord
• CompletedFeasibilityStudy
• EstablishednewBFRT AdvisoryCommittee
• Friendsapplyingfor CPA25% designfunding: $160k
• Trail clearing— September2005.



Sudbury
• TownMeetingvotefor CPAFeasibilityStudy:$25k
• Trail Committeeprogressing.Voting on REPfor FeasibilityStudyJanuary12, 2006.

Framingham/ Sudbury
• FraminghamFriendsmeetregularlyto strategize
• Railsandtiesremovedin FraminghamandSouthSudbury
• CTPSFeasibilityStudyon PhaseIII nearcompletion

AccomplishmentsRegional / State
• InclusionofBFRT Route2 crossingin the MassHighwayPrisonRotaryredesign
• Programmingof $4.4 million ofTIP (TransportationImprovementPlan) funding for FY 2008

budget
• Improvedcoordinationwith stateofficials atEOT, MPO, MAPC, NMCOG, andMassHighway
• Led letter-writing effort to supportSenatorResor’samendmentto resolveinsurance

indemnification
• MassHighwayallocatesfunds for RedesignofPhaseI.
• Matchmakerbetweenconstructionfirms andsteelrecyclerthat valuesthe rails far abovesteel

scraplevels. CouldsaveStateandTowns$$$$ millions.

Accomplishments - Organizational
• Substantialgrowthin FBFRTsupportersandmembers
• Obtained501(c)(3) charitablestatus
• Developedandpublishednewsletter
• IncreasedBoardto include membersfrom all 7 Townson BFRT
• Developedwebsite: ~

2006Goals
• GroundbreakingonPhaseI constructionin Lowell, ChelmsfordandWestford
• Obtain25% designcostsfor PhaseII throughCommunityPreservationfunding in Acton, Carlisle,

Westford,andConcord.
• Complete25%designby yearend2006 in Acton, Carlisle,Westford,andConcord.
• CompleteSudburyFeasibilityStudyin 2006.
• CompleteCTPSFeasibilityStudyfor PhaseIII
• EOT(ExecutiveOffice ofTransportation)

o Removalof rails andties on Right-of-Way
o FormallyextendBFRTto includePhase3
o Purchaseof CSXT corridorin Sudbury& Framingham

• Passageof SenatorResor’s indemnificationlegislation
• Increasenumberof FBFRTmembersvia:

o Participationin communityevents
o Trail clearings
o Businessdevelopment
o Publicity
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